
Week OG Grammar/Language ELA Mentor Texts Essential Questions for Teaching Writing Social Studies Science Additional Resources

1:  8/22
Roxaboxen  by Alice McLerran

2:  8/29

3:  9/5

4:  9/12

5:  9/19

6:  9/26

7:  10/3

8:  10/10

Interactive Science: Social Studies and 
Language Arts Connections Book 

9:  10/17

Mini-Unit Opinion Review-Test Prep

10:  10/24

11:  10/31

12:  11/7

13:  11/14

LITERATURE (FAIRY TALES)RL.3.1.- Ask 
and answer questions
RL.3.3.-Describe characters in a story 
(traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain 
how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events.
RL.3.6.- (Distinguish their own point of view- 
2nd trimester) from that of the narrator or 
those of other characters. (1st person and 
3rd person point of view)
RL.3.9- Compare and contrast themes, 
settings, and plots of stories written by the 
(same author) about the same or similar 
characters.

Use standard English grammar when writing 
and spreaking.
L.3.1.A Explain functions: Nouns, Pronouns, 
Adjectives, Adverbs, Adverbs 
L.3.1.I Produce simple sentences. 
L.3.2 Demonstrate capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 
L.3.2.A Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
RF.3.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words. 
RF.3.3.A Identify and know the meaning of the 
most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
RF.3.3.B Decode words with common Latin 
suffixes.All year:L.3.2.E.- use conventional 
spelling for high-frequency and other 
studied words and for adding suffixes to 
base words.
L.3.2.F.- Use spelling patterns and 
generalizations in writing words.
L.3.2.G.- Consult reference materials, 
including beginning dictionaries, as needed 
to check and correct spelling.
L.3.3.A.- Choose words and phrases for 
effect.
L.3.3.B.- Recognize and observe 
differences between the conventions of 
spoken and written standard English.
L.3.4.A-Use sentence level context as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.3.4.D-Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.

NONFICTIONRI.3.2.- Main idea
RI.3.3- Ask and answer questions 
RI.3.4- Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text;  
RI.3.5- Text features
RI.3.7-Use information from illustrations 
(e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in 
a text to demonstrate understanding.

1. How can I identify elements of non-fiction 
text?
2. How do I use the conventions of non-fiction 
literature to help me understand them text?
3. How can I use structures of non-fiction books 
to locate information quickly and accurately?
4. How can I identify the main idea of a non-
fiction text? How can I use structure of non-
fiction books to help me identify the main idea?"
5.  Am I clear about what I just read?

Danger! Earthquakes  by Seymour Simon
Tornados by Seymour Simon
Volcanoes Scholastic Reader by Judith Stamper
Earthquakes Scholastic Reader by Judith 
StamperHurricanes Have Eyes But Can't See  by 
Melvin and Gilda Berger
National Geographic Kids book series

Scholastic NewsSocial Studies (governent)We the 
Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution… by David 
CatrowWritingCome On Rain  by Karen Hesse

* Note text features in content areas (ex: science/social 
studies/math textbooks)

Science: The Pebble in My Pocket by Meredith 
Hooper  & Christopher Coady

The 3 Little Pigs (traditional tale)The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by 
Eugene TrivizasThe Three Little Pigs and the 
Somewhat Bad Wolf  by Mark Teague
The 3 Little Dassies  by Jan Brett
Where's the Big Bad Wolf  by Eileen Christelow
The Three Little Javelinas  by Susan Lowell
The 3 Pigs   by Davied Weisner
The 3 Little Fish and the Big Bad Shark  by Will Grace
The 3 Little Aliens and the Big Bad Robot  by Margaret 
McNamara
The 3 Horrid Little Pigs  by Liz Pichon
No Lie, Pigs (and They're Houses) Can Fly  by Jessica 
Gunderson
Honestly, Red Riding Hood Was Rotten by Trisha 
Speed ShaskanTrust Me, Jack's Beanstalk Stinks! by 
Eric BraunSeriously, Cinderella's So Annoying! by 
Trisha Speed ShaskanPrince Cinders  by Babette Cole
Cindy Ellen  by Susan Lowell
Sleeping Beauty  (Traditiona Tale)
Waking Beauty by Leah Wilcox

1. How can I make text-to-text connections? 
How can I relate texts to personal experiences?
2. Which questions help improve 
comprehension? What type of questioning will 
help me understand what I read?
3. How can I identify who is telling the story?
4. How can I compare and contrast the setting, 
plot or characters in stories that are similar or 
about the same characters?

Government: 1. Members of local 
communities have social and political 
responsibilities
2. Individuals make the community a better 
place by solving problems in a way that 
promotes the common good.
3. Laws are rules which apply to all people 
in a community and describe ways people 
are expected to behave. Laws promote 
order and security, provide public services 
and proptect the rights of individuals in the 
local community.
4. Governments have authority to make 
and enforce laws.
5. The structure of local governments may 
differ from one community to another.

Lucy Calkins - Crafting True Stories 
Narrative Writing (Unit 1)

W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.8, W.3.10

SL.3.1, SL.3.6

L.3.1, L.3.2, L.3.3

The First 10 Days:  Establishing Writing 
Workshop Routines

Earth and Space Science-Resources:
*Chapter 6 in Interactive Science
This topic focuses on Earth's resources. 
While resources can be living and 
nonliving, within this trand, the emphasis is 
on Earth's nonliving resources, such as 
water, air, rock, soil and the energy 
resources they represent. *ROCK 
CLASSIFICATION is NOT the focus for this 
grade level.

1. S.3.ES.1 - Earth’s Resources - Earth's 
nonliving resources have specific 
properties.
2. S.3.ES.2 - Earth’s Resources - Earth's 
resources can be used for energy.
3. S.3.ES.3 - Earth’s Resources - Some of 
Earth’s resources are limited.  

Lucy Calkins - The Art Of Nonfiction 
Writing Information Writing (Unit 2)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10

RI.3.1, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8

SL.3.1, SL.3.3, SL.3.6
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14:  11/21

"Can You Find the Proof" passages (found on 
TPT)

15:  11/28

Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill

16:  12/5

"Helping" and "Bang-Klang" in Where the 
Sidewalk Ends (economics/ interdependence)

17:  12/12

18:  12/19

19:  1/2

20:  1/9

Interactive Science: Social Studies and 
Language Arts Connections Book

21:  1/16

22:  1/23

23:  1/30

24:  2/6

25:  2/13

1. How can I identify facts from opinions?
2. How can I identify a myth?
3. How can I use the conventions of non-fiction 
literature to help me understand the text?
4. What is the difference between main idea and 
supporting details?   
5.  Author's Choice:  Why does it matter?                             
6.  In what ways does creative choice impact an 
audience?

1. How can I identify the plot in fiction? How are 
fictional text elements related to the plot? How is 
summarization used in explaining the plot?
2. How does the setting(s) of a story influence 
fictional writing? How do multiple settings 
support the development of a story’s plot?
3. How does a character help me to make 
judgments and inferences in fictions? How does 
the author’s character development assist in 
discriminating between realism and fantasy?
4. How does the problem of a story guide my 
predictions? How does the problem/solution 
support a genre in fiction?

LITERATURERL.3.1.- Ask and answer 
questions 
RL.3.2.- Determine the central message, 
lesson, or moral and explain how it is 
conveyed through key details in the text.
RL.3.3.- Describe characters in a story 
(e.g., traits, motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events.
RL.3.6.- Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator or those of the 
characters.
RL.3.7.- Explain how specific aspects of a 
text’s illustrations contribute to what is 
conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., 
create mood, emphasize aspects of a 
character or setting)

L.3.1.-Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.
L.3.1.B.- Form and use regular and irregular 
plural nouns.
L.3.1.D.- Form and use regular and irregular 
verbs.
L.3.1.E.- Form and use the simple verb tenses. 
L.3.1.I.- Produce simple and compound 
sentences.
L.3.2.- Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.3.2.A.- Capitalize appropriate words in titles.
L.3.4.- Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading content.
L.3.4.B.- Determine the meaning of the new 
word formed when a known affix is added to a 
know word.All year:L.3.2.E.- use 
conventional spelling for high-frequency 
and other studied words and for adding 
suffixes to base words.
L.3.2.F.- Use spelling patterns and 
generalizations in writing words.
L.3.2.G.- Consult reference materials, 
including beginning dictionaries, as needed 
to check and correct spelling.
L.3.3.A.- Choose words and phrases for 
effect.
L.3.3.B.- Recognize and observe 
differences between the conventions of 
spoken and written standard English.
L.3.4.A-Use sentence level context as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.3.4.D-Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.

Lucy Calkins -  Changing the World, 
Persuasive Speeches, Petitions, and 
Editorals Opinion Writing (Unit 3)W.3.1, 
W.3.5, W.3.6, W.3.7, W.3.10

Sl.3.2, SL.3.4

L.3.2, L.3.3

NONFICTION
3.RI.1 - Ask and answer questions
3.RI.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain how 
they support the main idea.
RI.3.4.- Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text
RI.3.5.- Use text features & search tools 
(key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
info relevant to a given topic
RI.3.6.- Distinguish their own point-of-view 
from that of the author of a text. 

Black History MonthHenry's Freedom Box 
by Ellen Levine
The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert 
ColesA Picture of Martin Luther King Jr.  by 
David Adler
General Martin Luther King Jr. Picture 
Books

Scholastic News, Time For Kids

Social Studies (economics) Let's Chat 
About Economics: Basic Principles 
through Everyday Scenarios by Michelle 
A. Balconi and Dr. Arthur LafferUncle 
Jed's Barbershop by Margaree King 
Mitchell

Mysteries  Boxcar Children Series by Getrude 
Chandler Warner
A-Z Mysteries Series by Ron RoyBailey School 
Series by Debbie Dadey
Bunnicula by Deborah HoweCam Jansen Series 
by David Adler
Jigsaw Jones Series by James Preller
Encyclopeida Brown Series by Donald Sobol
Nacny Drew Series by Carolyn Keene

Historical Fiction TextsMagic Tree House Series 
by Mary Pope OsborneLittle House on the 
Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder
I Survived Series by Lauren Tarshis
Dear America Series by Scholastic
The Memory Coat by Elvira Woodruff

ScienceWhat's the Matter in Mr. Whisker's 
Room by Michael Elsohn Ross

If time allows, use this time for: 
MLK essay 
Story Bird

Lucy Calkins - The Art Of Nonfiction 
Writing Information Writing (Unit 2)

Mentor Text: Deadliest Animals by Melissa 
Stewart

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10

RI.3.1, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8

SL.3.1, SL.3.3, SL.3.6

Physical Science-Matter:
*Chapter 7 in Interactive Science1. 
S.3.PS.1- All objects and substances in the 
natural world are composed of matter."
2. S.3.PS.2 - Matter and Forms of Energy-
Matter exists in different states, each of 
which has different properties.
3. S.3.PS.3 - Matter and Forms of Energy-
Heat, electricity, light and sound are forms 
of energy.

Economics: 1. Line graphs are used to 
show changes in data over time.
2. Both positive and negative incentives 
affect people's choices and behaviors.
3. Individuals must make decisions 
because of scarcity and opportunity cost
4. Consumers and producers
5. Market, exchange of goods and services.
6. Costs and benfits.
7. Budget; financial responsibilityHistory:1. 
Local communities change over time.
2. Events in local history can be shown on 
timelines organized by years, decades, and 
centuries.
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27:  2/20

Interactive Science: Social Studies and 
Language Arts Connections Book 

28:  2/27

29:  3/6

30:  3/13

31:  3/20

32:  3/27

33:  4/3

34:  4/17

35:  4/24

36:  5/1

37:  5/8

38:  5/15

39:  5/22

L.3.1.-Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.
L.3.1.C- Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood)
L.3.1.F.- Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-
antecedent agreement
L.3.1.G.- Form and use comparative and 
superlative adjectives and   
adverbs, and choose between them depending 
on what is to be modified
L.3.1.H.- Use coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions.
L.3.1.I.- Produce simple, compound, and 
complex sentences.
L.3.4.- Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading content.
L.3.4.C.- Use a known root word as a clue 
to the meaning of an unknown word with 
the same root.

All year:L.3.2.E.- use conventional spelling 
for high-frequency and other studied words 
and for adding suffixes to base words.
L.3.2.F.- Use spelling patterns and 
generalizations in writing words.
L.3.2.G.- Consult reference materials, 
including beginning dictionaries, as needed 
to check and correct spelling.
L.3.3.A.- Choose words and phrases for 
effect.
L.3.3.B.- Recognize and observe 
differences between the conventions of 
spoken and written standard English.
L.3.4.A-Use sentence level context as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
L.3.4.D-Use glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.

Mini-Unit, Creative Writing

Life Science- Life Cycle:*Chapter 4 in 
Interactive Science

1. S.3.LS.1 - Behavior, Growth and 
Changes- Offspring resemble their parents 
and each other.
2. S.3.LS.2 - Behavior, Growth and 
Changes- Individuals of the same kind 
differ in their traits and sometimes the 
differences give individuals an advantage in 
surviving and reproducing.

Geography:1. Physical and political maps 
have distinctive characteristics and 
purposes. Places can be located on a map 
by using the title, key, alphanumeric grid and 
cardinal directions.
2. Daily life is influenced by the agriculture, 
industry and natural resources in different 
communities. 
3. Evidence of human modificiation of the 
environment can be observed in the local 
community.
4. Systems of transportation and 
communication move people, products and 
ideas from place to place.
5. Communities may include diverse cultural 
groups.History:Primary sources such as 
artifacts, maps and photographs can be 
used to show change over time.

Iditarod:Balto  by Natalie Standiford
Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner

Science (Life Cycle):Wolves  by Seymour 
SimonPass the Energy, Please by 
Barbara McKinney (In poem form)

Lucy Calkins - The Art Of Nonfiction Writing 
Information Writing (Unit 2)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10

RI.3.1, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, RI.3.8

SL.3.1, SL.3.3, SL.3.6

NONFICTIONRI.3.1.- Ask and answer 
questions 
RI.3.2.- Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain how 
they support the main idea.
RI.3.3.- Describe the relationship between 
a series of historical (current) events, 
scientific ideas, or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, 
and cause/effect
RI.3.5.- Use text features & search tools 
(key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
info relevant to a given topic 
RI.3.6.- Distinguish their own point-of-view 
from that of the author of a text.
RI.3.8.- Describe the logical connection 
between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, 
cause/effect, first/second/third in a 
sequence).

Black History MonthHenry's Freedom Box by 
Ellen Levine
The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles
A Picture of Martin Luther King Jr. by David 
Adler
General Martin Luther King Jr. Picture 
BooksScholastic NewsTime For Kids

Writing: 
Mentor Text: Deadliest Animals  by Melissa 
Stewart

Social Studies (geography): Got 
Geography! by Lee Bennett Hopkins

1. How can I use the conventions of non-fiction 
literature to help me understand the text?
2. What is the difference between main idea and 
supporting details?
3. How can I describe the relationship between 
a series of historical or current events? How do 
they pertain to time? Sequence?
4. What is cause and effect in a text? How can I 
use cause and effect to draw conclusions?
5. How can I compare and contrast points or 
details presented on the same topic? How can I 
compare and contrast historical characters or 
current people in an event?
6. How can I identify the author’s point-of-view 
about a historical or current event? How can I 
compare my point-of-view with that of the 
author’s?

1. How can I make predictions from what I am 
reading? How can I identify plot, setting, and 
character in a story or poem? What connections 
can I make to what I am reading?
2. How is voice used in support of the genre of 
poetry? How is voice used in making 
connections between poetry, personal 
experiences, and cultural diversity?
3. How does descriptive language help in the 
development of theme? How is descriptive 
language used to develop the author’s purpose? 
What is figurative language?
4. How can I make predictions from what I am 
reading? How do I identify the main idea and 
details in poetry? How do I infer meaning in a 
poem? How do I identify the basic elements of a 
poem?

LITERATURERL.3.4.- Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language.
RL.3.5.- Refer to parts of stories, dramas, 
and poems when writing or speaking about 
a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, 
and stanza; describe how each successive 
part builds on earlier sections.


